
 
 
 

The Story Island Project 
Annual Report 2020 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Building confidence and creativity through story 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From our students… 
 
It was fun to say ideas and not get laughed at.  
Student (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
The best thing [about Story Island] was using our creative minds. 
Student (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School 
 
It was amazing work.  
Student (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
I had the chance to get better at drawing.  
Student (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
Story Island has made me more confident with my creativity skills. 
Student (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School 
 
It’s a lot of fun. It’s creative. 
Student (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
The encouragement [from my volunteer tutor] was helpful. 
Student (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
Everyone gets to do their own thing and it’s fun. 
Student (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School 
 
The drawing part was calming.  
Student (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School 
 
The best things [about Story Island] were working with the volunteers on our table and putting our 
imaginations on paper.  
Student (Grade 5/6, Goodwood Primary School) 
 
The people at my table were very encouraging and very helpful.  
Student (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School 
 
I loved doing lots of new and cool things! 
Student (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School 
  



Our mission 
 
The Story Island Project is a Hobart-based not-for-profit organisation that nurtures the 
creativity and writing skills of young Tasmanians and celebrates their diverse voices.  
 
With the support of our enthusiastic volunteer tutors, Story Island runs free, dynamic 
storytelling workshops where young people are empowered to create their own stories.  
 
Our focus is on those who are often overlooked, who may experience poverty and 
disadvantage, or are marginalised in other ways.    
 
Our vision is for young people to harness the power of their imaginations so they can grow 
to be resilient and creative shapers of their own lives. 
 
As an organisation we hold the values of compassion, optimism, fairness, creativity 
and humour, and we weave them into the work we do. 
 
Tasmania has many strengths but there are big barriers to overcome: nearly half of 
Tasmania's adults do not have the basic skills to understand and use information from 
newspapers, magazines, books and brochures.  
 
Tasmania has the lowest levels of educational retention, completion and attainment in the 
country. Every morning, too many Tasmanian children wake up to a life of poverty. 
 
We want to change this picture so that young Tasmanians have the creative confidence and 
writing skills to participate in a good life. 
 
We do this by offering free workshops to disadvantaged schools, where young people get 
individualised support from our expert story leaders and volunteer tutors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Story Island Project (Tasmania) Incorporated 
 
Mailing address: 41 Leonard Avenue, Moonah 7009 
Phone: 0409 856 979 
ABN: 81 478 918 677 
TFN: 988 827 366  
Incorporation number: IA11920 
Bank details: BSB 632 001 Account number 100 190 200 



 
 
 
Meet the volunteers: Asif  
 
Like the rest of us, Asif's 2020 was turned upside down by COVID-19. Not only did it 
create obstacles to finding a job in his chosen field (he has a Master of Professional 
Accounting), but it also meant he had to cancel plans to return to his home country to meet 
his baby daughter! 
 
While Asif is a numbers man, he also has a passion to see young people succeed in life, and 
volunteers for a number of community organisations. This passion led him to begin 
volunteering with Story Island at the start of 2020.  
 
'I have learned a lot from experiences throughout my life, therefore I wanted to pay back to 
the community,' says Asif. 
 
'Story Island is a platform which provided me an opportunity to transfer my skills to the 
young generation.'  
 
We asked Asif what his favourite thing was about being a Story Island Volunteer. Here's 
what he had to say: 
 
 

Story Island is an opportunity to meet with kids to help them to learn skills like reading and 
writing ...building their confidence to communicate effectively and encouraging them to 
come up with their own creative ideas. 
 
 

Volunteers are at the heart of Story Island's school workshops: our fantastic volunteer 
tutors sit alongside young people in these workshops, to nurture their creativity and writing 
skills.  
 
 
  



 
President’s Report 
 
Unexpected twists in the plot! 
 
For the Story Island Project, 2020 looked set to be a year of relatively straightforward story 
writing, consolidating programs, and building on our strengths. 
 
However, as in all good stories, there was a most unexpected twist, with the spread of the 
COVID19 pandemic and the community lockdown and closure of schools that soon 
followed. 
 
However, our founding heroes, Emily Bullock and Kate Gross were equal to any challenge 
and soon adapted their program to suit the new online working conditions, seeking out 
different opportunities to work with students and to support schools and teachers. 
 
But the upheaval caused by the pandemic also gave everyone pause for thought. And thus it 
was that Emily and Kate both independently decided to step back a little from program 
delivery, asking the Board to split their tasks and to look for extra employees.  
 
There were extraordinarily strong fields for both advertised positions and the Board was 
fortunate indeed to add Daniel Townsend and Ruth Thomas to our list of protagonists.   
 
Thank you to all four of our employees for their commitment and energy – you have been 
inspiring and a joy to work with! 
 
Thank you once again to our wonderful volunteers – you are the heart of our program, the 
feature that sets Story Island apart – it can make such a difference to the students’ 
confidence and capacity to write when they have the opportunity to think, draw, write and 
laugh in a trusted small group with a trained and encouraging adult there to support their 
efforts. 
 
The Story Island Project Board has continued to grow and develop. Thank you to Frances 
Butler, who brought her enthusiasm and knowledge of the arts scene to the Board. And 
thank you too to Michelle Forbes, who also brought great knowledge of the arts, as well as 
her wonderful administrative understanding and who shared all this so generously before 
her move to Melbourne. 
 
Another subplot caused by this year’s pandemic has been the need to concentrate on our 
risk management policies and practices; Louise Mills has been a wonderful leader in this 
aspect of our operations, whilst Heather Chong has been stalwart in cheerfully overseeing 
our increasingly complicated financial management. 
 
We have also been lucky enough to welcome to the Board Alice Grubb, with her legal and 
teaching expertise, Adam Potito with his education lens and his strategic thinking capacities, 
and Michelle Folder, who brings many strategic skills, including an excellent understanding of 
fundraising principles and practices. 
 



The Board’s challenge for the coming year is to concentrate on sustainability. We 
particularly need to find accommodation and to work on fundraising to ensure the ongoing 
viability of this fabulous project so that we can continue to develop and grow our capacity 
to deliver exciting and valuable programs for Tasmanian students. 
 
Thank you to Arts Tasmania for their ongoing support.  
 
Next chapter:  momentum gathers, the challenges continue… 
 
 
Lynne Hanlon 
President 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From our teachers… 
 
My students were excited for Story Island. I think it was because it wasn’t seen as a ‘writing task’ 
and they were working towards an end goal.  
Teacher (Grade 5/6), Goodwood Primary School   
 
Hesitant students were attempting all tasks and completing them with enthusiasm.  
Teacher (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
All students were thoroughly engaged in all aspects of writing. They were more actively using their 
imagination to be creative. 
Teacher (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
 
Daniel was a very engaging educator and really took the time to establish positive relationships with 
students.  
Teacher (Grade 4/5), Goodwood Primary School 
  



 
 
 
Meet the volunteers: Ruby 
  
Creativity and mentoring have been part of Ruby’s life for many years. As well as being a 
professional musician––performing under the name Austin––Ruby is also a singing and piano 
teacher. So last year when Ruby stumbled across Story Island’s callout for new volunteer 
tutors, she thought it sounded like the perfect opportunity to combine her talents and make 
a difference in the lives of young people, while helping to fill all the spare time she had due 
to COVID restrictions on live performance. 
 
Ruby began as a volunteer tutor with Story Island in Term 4, 2020. She says that her 
favourite thing about being a volunteer tutor is ‘hearing all of the kids’ great ideas and how 
imaginative they are’.   
 
‘Sometimes I have to hold back because the programs inspire my imagination and I end up 
wanting to complete my own project too!’ she says. 
 
Ruby has noticed how working with the same students each week across Story Island’s 
eight-week school storytelling programs allows volunteers to get to know students’ 
personalities and needs really well; volunteers can then work out exactly how to support 
students to help them reach their goals:  
 
 

It is only a small thing but one session a student didn’t seem like herself, and I found out 
she had had her braces tightened on her teeth and was in a lot of pain so she couldn’t 
really focus.  I could relate, having had braces on twice myself, so I was able to help by 
working closely with her to complete her story. 

 
  



2020 Programs 
 
Expect the unexpected: that was our 2020 story. But 'unexpected' isn't always bad: amid 
unexpected the challenges that 2020 threw at us, there were many unexpected 
opportunities, and the Story Island team finished 2020 with pride at what we (and our 
students!) were able to achieve, gratitude towards those who supported us, and optimism 
for the new year ahead. 
 
In a year when much of our planned activities were postponed due to COVID, over 100 
young people directly benefitted from Story Island’s limited 2020 programs, conducted 
when possible in person at schools around greater Hobart, and online during the COVID 
lockdown period. 
 
 
Stories Sown, Stories Grown 2  
(February–March, October–December)  
 
Stories Sown, Stories Grown 2 was Story Island’s major program for 2020, funded by Arts 
Tasmania through the Minister for the Arts. The originally planned program involved three 
separate workshop series, scheduled for delivery at five primary schools around greater 
Hobart across the 2020 school year: 
 

• Sense in Nonsense (8 x 90-minute weekly workshop sessions) 
• A Trunk Full of Stories (8 x 90-minute weekly workshop sessions) 
• Global Story Club (8 x 90-minute one-off sessions)   

  
However, due to COVID restrictions, we were only able to deliver one program, Sense in 
Nonsense, to four classes at two schools: Glenorchy Primary School (Term 1) and 
Goodwood Primary School (Term 4). The remainder of the programs have been rescheduled 
for 2021. 
 
Sense in Nonsense  
Sense in Nonsense is a workshop package delivered weekly to classes over 8 weeks. The 
workshops include fun activities that encourage young people to have fun experimenting 
with language and illustration, with each student developing a large-format postcard that 
tells the story of a nonsense island they’ve created, inhabited by nonsense creatures that 
speak a nonsense language. The resulting creative pieces are published as a class anthology. 
 
 

 



People involved 
Story Island staff (2; 4 in Term 4) 
Glenorchy Primary School: two classes (English as an Additional Language class; Grade 5/6) 
Goodwood Primary School: two classes (Grade 4/5; Grade 5/6) 
Volunteer tutors: Story Island recruited, screened and trained 37 people to be volunteer 
tutors for this program. Volunteer tutors worked with small groups of students within 
workshops, providing individualised support and encouragement so students could gain 
maximum benefit from the program. 
 

 
Sense in Nonsense workshop at Goodwood Primary, Term 4, 2020 

 
Outcomes 
84 students engaged in this program, and three anthologies of student work were produced 
for students celebrate their achievements through the programs over the year. 
 
 
Covid-19 Interruption 
On 17 March 2020, we suspended our Arts Tasmania-funded programs due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. To that date, we had delivered 4 weeks of our 8-week Term 1 programs. To 
complete these programs, we created short videos and resources so that class teachers 
could support students to finish their pieces. 
 
With a COVID Safety Plan in place, we resumed our in-school Sense in Nonsense program 
in Term 4, 2020 (October). 
   
We observed the following benefits to the students who took part in Sense in Nonsense: 

• Creative agency: enhanced skills and greater confidence in writing and creative 
storytelling 

• Positive relationships: opportunities to work with artists and skilled mentors 
• Accessible and inclusive arts programming: engagement in free, high-quality 

publishing projects 
• Social health and wellbeing: engagement in safe, supported environments to build 



empowerment, capacity and self-esteem. 
 
In addition, feedback surveys that participating students (n= 33) at Goodwood Primary at 
the end of the full eight-week program showed the following outcomes: 

• 94% of students enjoyed the workshops ‘a lot’ or thought they were ‘pretty good’ 
• 94% of students felt ‘supported’ or ‘very supported’ in the workshops 
• 78% of students felt more confident to be creative after participating in the Story 

Island workshop program. 
 
 

 
The many faces of ‘finished’: Goodwood Primary students and Story Island staff celebrate  

students’ work at the end of the Sense in Nonsense program, December 2020 
 
 
The Story Island Project Automatic Original Story Generator 
(April–May) 
 
When Tasmania went into lockdown, we REALLY wanted to inspire young people to have 
fun with creative writing while they were stuck at home. So, we brought the Story Island 
Automatic Original Story Generator to life! The Story Generator is a 24-page booklet that brings 
together a batch of fun creative writing starters and tips that we developed and trialled with 
the Bayview Association of schools (on Hobart’s eastern shore) in 2019 – with great 
success.  
 
We commissioned illustrator Leigh Rigozzi to complete the design and layout of the 
booklet. We then distributed the booklet to our network of schools and community 
groups, including Goodwood Community House and West Moonah Neighbourhood House, 
who in turn distributed it to local families in their lockdown activity packs. 
 
People involved 
Story Island staff (2) 
Leigh Rigozzi, illustrator 
Bayview Association of Schools 
King Island District School 
Springfield Gardens Primary School 



Mountain Heights Primary School 
Moonah Primary School 
West Moonah Neighbourhood House 
Glenorchy Primary School 
Cosgrove High School 
Montrose Bay High School 
Commissioner for Children 
Communities for Children 
 
Outcomes 
The Story Island Automatic Original Story Generator activity booklet was directly distributed to 
a dozen schools and community centres located in disadvantaged areas across Tasmania, 
allowing young people to continue to access fun and quality writing opportunities during the 
COVID-19 lockdown. The booklet was designed to be accessed as a hard copy booklet by 
students aged 7–13, as it became apparent that students in disadvantaged areas often did not 
have access to online resources during their time learning at home. 
 
School teachers commented that the booklet allowed students to keep working at their 
own pace while in lockdown at home, but also provided teachers with a useful and flexible 
resource for when school resumed.  

 

 
Schools and community organisations like West Moonah Neighbourhood House (pictured above)  

included the ‘Story Generator’ in lockdown activity packs sent out to families 
 
 
MRC Storytelling Competition 
(May–June) 
In May, we were thrilled to join a number of local community organisations to support 
Migrant Resource Centre Tasmania’s 2020 Storytelling Competition. This competition was 
open to young Tasmanians with refugee backgrounds, who could submit stories in the 
medium of their choice – entries included written stories, video, art and comics. 
 
Story Island's program coordinator Emily was on the judging panel for the competition; 
winners were announced as part of MRC's Refugee Week celebrations in June. Story Island 



sponsored an exciting prize for winners of the 6–9 years and 10–13 years age categories: 
individual online mentoring sessions with Grace Williams, founder and director of Citizen 
Tasmania.  
 
People involved 
Story Island staff (Program Coordinator) 
Migrant Resource Centre Tasmania 
Grace Williams, Citizen Tasmania 
Glenorchy City Council  
Hobart City Council  
Wide Angle Tasmania  
 
Outcomes 
Story Island collaborated with project partners to devise the entry and judging guidelines for 
the MRC Tas Story Competition. Project partners actively supported young people from 
diverse cultural backgrounds to engage in the competition. Over 20 submissions were 
received from young people aged 6–18. Story Island contributed to the judging of 13 entries 
in two age categories and sponsored prizes for the 6–9 years and 10–13 years age 
categories. Winning entries were celebrated publicly online throughout Refugee Week, 
through project partners’ websites and social media.  
 
Grace Williams delivered two individualised mentoring sessions with the winning 
storytellers in the 6–9 and 10–13 years age categories. 
 

 
The winning entry from the 10–13 years category was a comic by Ayub, about  

his favourite Ethiopian food, feit feit 
 

 
 
National Geographic Kids storytelling competition 
(July–August) 
In mid-2020, Story Island partnered with National Geographic Kids magazine on a short story 
writing competition, with the theme of ‘risk’. Young writers from across Australia and New 
Zealand were invited to write a story of no more than 300 words that featured a character 
taking a risk, or being in a risky situation. Story Island developed the theme and writing tips 



for this writing competition. The top three stories (as judged by author Sue Whiting) were 
published in subsequent editions of National Geographic Kids.  
 
People involved 
Story Island staff (1) 
National Geographic Kids editorial staff 
Sue Whiting, author 
 
Outcomes 
Over 400 entries were submitted to the competition; Story Island staff helped to process 
and shortlist submissions for final judging. Winning entries were celebrated publicly in a 
number of ways: winners’ stories were published in National Geographic Kids magazine, while 
stories by the runners up were published on the National Geographic Kids website. 
 
 
A User’s Guide to a Pandemic 
(May–November) 
2020 was certainly a year like no other, and there were so 
many hard things about that, particularly for young people. 
But one of the silver linings in the cloud of 2020 was that 
there were lots of unusual experiences to write about! In 
Term 2, Story Island was invited to team up with a number 
of other storytelling organisations around Australia––Story 
Factory in New South Wales, 100 Story Building in 
Melbourne and Byron Bay’s StoryBoard––to work on a 
writing project that explored young people’s reflections and 
creative responses to living through COVID-19. We called it 
A User’s Guide to a Pandemic. 
 
In Term 2, we invited young Tasmanians to submit pieces of writing to this once-in-a-
generation national publication. We selected and edited the Tasmanian submissions and sent 
them to 100 Story Building to be included in the final collection, which was released online 
in August and in print (published by Hardie Grant) in November. Author Markus Zusak 
wrote an introduction for the collection. 
 
People involved 
Story Island staff (1)  
100 Story Building, Melbourne 
Story Factory, Sydney 
StoryBoard, Byron Bay 
Project participants 
 
Outcomes 
A User’s Guide to a Pandemic was initially published online on the writing centres’ websites 
and then as a print publication, available to purchase directly through the writing centres 
and at selected book shops throughout Australia. The public profile and timeliness of this 
project supports young authors to view their writing as relevant and valuable.  
 
  



 
 
 
Meet the volunteers: Karen  
 
Karen works as a health and education researcher at the University of Tasmania, and began 
volunteering in Story Island's school workshops in 2019.  
 
Karen says she began volunteering with Story Island because she worked from home, but 
loved being around people, so 'volunteering with Story Island was a great way to have a bit 
of balance between the two'.  
 
'My role as a volunteer is mainly to encourage students and to be someone that they can 
bounce their ideas off... I try to encourage them to have fun with the activities, give it a go 
and just see where things go from there', Karen says. 
 
'I think it’s really important that young people feel confident to tell their own stories so they 
can have a hand in shaping the world they want to live in.'  
 
We asked Karen what her favourite thing was about being a Story Island Volunteer. Here's 
what she had to say: 
 
 

I really like all the different sorts of energy you get in the room during a workshop, from the 
slightly chaotic buzz when people are working out what to do and brainstorming their ideas 
to the (rarer) hushed focus when they have settled on a direction and are absorbed in 
getting it all down on paper.  
 
It’s great too when I get the opportunity to work with the same group of students over a 
period of weeks, to get to know them a little and how they work best and to see their 
confidence grow. 
 

  



 
Organisational development 
 
Operations 
While planning for future program deliver during our ‘COVID pause’ in mid-2020, Story 
Island made the big decision to recruit two new staff members, splitting our operational 
roles and existing funding across four individuals employed at 0.2FTE, rather than the 
existing two staff roles (Program Coordinator Emily Bullock and Executive Officer Kate 
Gross) at 0.4FTE. 
 
Spreading these roles across four staff members rather than the original two has allowed 
the organisation to develop more distinct operational roles and better plan for future 
growth. 
 
As of 1 October 2020, Story Island employed four staff members to a total of 0.8 FTE in the 
following roles: 
Program Manager: 0.2 FTE 
Story Leader: 0.4 FTE 
Executive Officer: 0.2 FTE 
Volunteer Coordinator: 0.2 FTE 
 
We were delighted to welcome Ruth Thomas (Volunteer Coordinator) and Daniel 
Townsend (Story Leader) to the Story Island team at the beginning of Term Four, 2020! 

 
 
 

 
The Story Island team (from left): Emily Bullock, Kate Gross, Ruth Thomas, Daniel Townsend 

 
  



 
Volunteer recruitment and training 
In our largest recruitment campaign to date, Story Island recruited, screened and trained 37 
people to be volunteer tutors for our 2020 in-school programs. Induction sessions for new 
volunteers were held in February and November.  
 

 
Volunteer tutor induction session, February 2020 

 
Volunteer tutors are assigned to small groups of students within Story Island’s weekly 
school workshops, developing positive relationships where tutors provide individualised 
support and encouragement to students, so students can gain maximum benefit from the 
program. 
 
On average, eight volunteers attended each school workshop in 2020, achieving an average 
volunteer–student ratio of 1:2.5. 
 

We finished the ‘volunteer year’ with a celebratory 
morning tea on 15 December, to thank our wonderful 
volunteer tutors for their contribution to Story Island in 
2020. And we had double reason to celebrate: on 7 
December, volunteer tutor Xiaoxiao Xu was named the 
winner of the Education, Science and Technology Award at 
Volunteering Tasmania's 2020 Tasmanian Volunteer 
Awards! We're so grateful to each of our volunteer tutors 
for sharing their time, commitment and creativity with 
Story Island… and above all, with our students! 
 
 
 
Kate Gross (left) and Xiaoxiao Xu celebrating Xiaoxiao’s win at the 
2020 Tasmanian Volunteer Awards (Government House Reception 
held January 2021) 
  

 
 
 



Governance 
 
Office Bearers 2020 
President Lynne Hanlon 
Senior Vice President Louise Mills 
Vice President Andy Vagg 
Secretary Michelle Forbes 
Treasurer/Public Officer Heather Chong 
 
General Board Members 
Frances Butler (to June 2020) 
Alice Grubb 
Michelle Folder (from October 2020) 
Adam Potito 
 
 
Annual General Meeting 
Story Island held its Annual General Meeting on 26 February 2020, electing office bearers 
for the year ahead and receiving the 2018–19 Annual Report. The 2018–19 Annual Report 
covered the period of transition from Story Island’s financial year ending on 30 June, to 
following a calendar year (ending on 31 December). 
  
In 2020, we welcomed new members Michelle Forbes, Michelle Folder, Alice Grubb and 
Adam Potito to the Board, while bidding a fond thankyou and farewell to Frances Butler. To 
establish a clear separation between the Board and operational staff, Emily Bullock and Kate 
Gross stepped down from the Board at the AGM, to attend future Board meetings as ex-
officio members. 
 
 

 
Story Island 2020 Board (from left): Louise Mills, Lynne Hanlon, Andy Vagg, Alice Grubb, Michelle Forbes, 

Heather Chong, Andy Vagg (absent: Frances Butler, Michelle Folder) 
 
 
 
 
 



Strategic Planning 
 
On 4 March, the Story Island Board held its annual strategic planning session. Facilitated by 
former Board member Mel Maddock, in this session the Board reviewed and amended the 
Story Island Strategic Plan established in early 2019, and extended its scope to cover 2020–
2022. The Board also reviewed and amended the existing Action Plan, identifying priority 
items for the next 12 months. In addition, the board reflected on Story Island’s 
organisational culture, identifying the values of compassion, optimism, fairness, creativity and 
humour as the key values we wish to weave into the work we do.  
 
 
Sourcing funds 
 
Arts Tasmania 
In late 2019, Story Island secured 12-month organisational funding of $70,000 from Arts 
Tasmania, to fund our 2020 program delivery. As part of Arts Tasmania’s Cultural and 
Creative Industries Stimulus Package announced in May 2020, organisations on a single-year 
funding package, and those in the final year of agreements under the Arts Tasmania 
Organisations Program, had their contracts extended for another year. This will allow Story 
Island to deliver programs in 2021 that were postponed in 2020, and to deliver new and 
existing programs to additional schools. 
 
We are grateful to Arts Tasmania for their generous support of Story Island and other 
Tasmanian artists and arts organisations during these uncertain times. 
 
 
Funding for COVID programs 
To fund the development and delivery of our alternative programs during the COVID 
lockdown period, we sought donations from Tasmanian MPs, receiving $7,700 in donations 
and discretionary grants. 
 
Australian Government Volunteer Grants Program 
In 2020 we secured $1980 in funding through the Australian Government’s Volunteer 
Grants Program, to support volunteer involvement in Story Island’s school workshop 
programs. 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
From our volunteer tutors… 
 
Volunteers have built up a really good connection with students… students are much more open to 
us compared to the session when we first met them. They are more willing to share their ideas and 
stories, and I can see a lot of smiles and happy faces when working with them. 
Volunteer tutor, March 2020 
 
[my student] preferred to talk to his cousin in Nepali. But after a few sessions, he became more 
confident and comfortable in speaking English, and he liked to share his ideas. 
Volunteer tutor, March 2020 
 
I have noticed that MY self-confidence has improved… ‘Making a difference’ may be a common 
cliche, but the fulfilment and reward is that the program and my efforts… will aid students’ 
development and growth in their literacy, creativity, and belief/pride in themselves. 
Volunteer tutor, November 2020   
 
One boy at my table was a bit shy at first. I encouraged him to think creatively by asking questions 
and then complimenting him on his ideas. He gradually picked up confidence and started to think 
more imaginatively.  
Volunteer tutor, November 2020 
 
I could indeed see changes in the students, especially in the middle and late stages of the program. 
The students seemed to be more confident… and more willing to share their work to the other 
classmates.  
Volunteer tutor, December 2020 
 
I had one student who would generally be expected to finish last and lag behind actually forge 
ahead and finish his postcard first and to a high standard.  
Volunteer tutor, December 2020 
 
All to know my students and support them was an amazing experience and I think I was as sad as 
they were to see me go.  
Volunteer tutor, December 2020 
 
Getting to know my students and support them was an amazing experience and I think I was as 
sad as they were to see me go.    
Volunteer tutor, December 2020 
 
Story Island did a fantastic job preparing me for the workshops and the experience in general. The 
information session at the beginning of the project and the weekly emails made me feel incredibly 
well prepared to step into the classroom. 
Volunteer tutor, December 2020 
  



 
 
 
Meet the volunteers: Ming 
 
Ming found out about Story Island through one of his uni classmates, who was already a 
Story Island volunteer tutor. He said that the idea appealed to him because of his interest in 
‘drawing and unconstrained imagination’. Ming started volunteering in our ‘Sense in 
Nonsense’ school workshop program in Term 1, 2020.  
 
At first, Ming said that he was surprised at just how creative young people’s imaginations 
could be. ‘The answers given by students often exceed the answers I expect,’ he says.  
‘I think they are more creative than adults!’ 
 
Ming loves supporting young people as they see their creative storytelling pieces through 
from start to finish. ‘When helping young people complete their creations, I see happy and 
proud expressions on their faces, and I also feel a sense of accomplishment,’ Ming says. 
 
In his personal life, Ming enjoyed a sense of accomplishment last year when he taught himself 
to swim.  
 
‘I couldn't swim before I came to Hobart,’ he says, ‘I watched YouTube videos and then 
went to Hobart Aquatic Centre to practice.’ 
 
‘Now I have learned breaststroke, backstroke and freestyle.’ 
 
Ming puts his strengths of perseverance and creativity to great use in Story Island 
workshops, encouraging students not to give up on their projects, even when they don’t 
turn out as originally planned:  
 
 
In one workshop, I remember that a student was drawing a shark postcard. The shark's mouth 
ended up taking up half of the postcard, and the student wanted to give up. I encouraged him to 
continue with the drawing because it was actually better than drawing the whole shark. Only half of 
the shark is more visually impactful. 
 
























